
The Sunday of the Passion: 
Palm Sunday 
April 5, 2020 

 
 
 

The Liturgy of the Palms Book of Common Prayer (BCP) 270 

 
 

Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 
 
Celebrant    Let us pray. 
 
Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy upon 
the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and immortality; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Matthew 21:1-11 

When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the 

Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, 
and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to 
me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, `The Lord needs them.' And he will send them 
immediately." This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 

"Tell the daughter of Zion, 

Look, your king is coming to you, 

humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

and on a colt, the foal of a donkey." 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, 
and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on 
the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that 
went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 

"Hosanna to the Son of David! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!" 

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is this?" The crowds 
were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee." 

 
 



The Celebrant then says the following blessing 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us through 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and 
was proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their garments and branches of palm along his 
way. Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who bear them in his name 
may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and 
reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not 
into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find 
it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Hymn: “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” Hymnal 154 
All glory, laud, and honor 
  To Thee, Redeemer, King! 
To Whom the lips of children 
  Made sweet Hosannas ring, 
 
Thou art the King of Israel 
  Thou David's Royal Son, 
Who in the LORD'S name comest, 
  The King and Blessèd One. 
 
The company of Angels 
  Is praising Thee on high, 
And we, with all creation 
  In chorus make reply. 
 

 
 
The Invitatory and Psalter  BCP 80 

 
 
Officiant   Lord, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Officiant and People 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
will be for ever.  Amen. 
 
Except in Lent, add    Alleluia. 
 
 



Jubilate  Psalm 100  BCP 82 
 
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 
  serve the Lord with gladness 
  and come before his presence with a song. 
 
Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 
  he himself has made us, and we are his; 
  we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
go into his courts with praise; * 
  give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 
 
For the Lord is good; 
his mercy is everlasting; * 
  and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 
 
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29  BCP 760 
 

Confitemini Domino 

1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; * 

his mercy endures for ever. 

2 Let Israel now proclaim, * 
"His mercy endures for ever." 

19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 
I will enter them; 
I will offer thanks to the LORD. 

20 "This is the gate of the LORD; * 
he who is righteous may enter." 

21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 
and have become my salvation. 

22 The same stone which the builders rejected * 
has become the chief cornerstone. 

23 This is the LORD's doing, * 
and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

24 On this day the LORD has acted; * 
we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

25 Hosannah, LORD, hosannah! * 
LORD, send us now success. 

26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; * 
we bless you from the house of the LORD. 



27 God is the LORD; he has shined upon us; * 
form a procession with branches up to the horns of the altar. 

28 "You are my God, and I will thank you; * 
you are my God, and I will exalt you." 

29 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; * 
his mercy endures for ever. 

 
At the end of the Psalms is sung or said 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
One or two Lessons, as appointed, are read, the Reader first saying 

 
A Reading (Lesson) from Matthew 
 
 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they 

gathered the whole cohort around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and 
after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right 
hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They spat on 
him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. After mocking him, they stripped him of 
the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 

As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this man 
to carry his cross. And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a 
Skull), they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not 
drink it. And when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by 
casting lots; then they sat down there and kept watch over him. Over his head they put the 
charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 

Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. Those who 
passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, “You who would destroy the temple 
and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the 
cross.” In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking 
him, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come 
down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him 
now, if he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’” The bandits who were crucified with him 
also taunted him in the same way. 

From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And about 
three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man 
is calling for Elijah.” At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it 
on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will 
come to save him.” Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. At that 



moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and 
the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had 
fallen asleep were raised. After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the 
holy city and appeared to many. Now when the centurion and those with him, who were 
keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, 
“Truly this man was God’s Son!” 

 
After each Lesson the Reader may say 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Answer  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The Sermon  The Rev. Carrie Guerra 
 
 
The Apostles’ Creed  BCP 96 
 
Officiant and People together, all standing 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the Virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, 
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
The Prayers 
 
The people stand or kneel 
 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 



Officiant and People 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Our Father in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name,    hallowed be your Name, 
   thy kingdom come,     your kingdom come, 
   thy will be done,     your will be done, 
      on earth as it is in heaven.        on earth as in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  Give us today our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, Forgive us our sins 
   as we forgive those      as we forgive those 
      who trespass against us.        who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, Save us from the time of trial, 
   but deliver us from evil.     and deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, For the kingdom, the power, 
   and the power, and the glory,    and the glory are yours, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen.     now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Then follows one of these sets of Suffrages 
 
A 
 
V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R. Let your people sing with joy. 
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety. 
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 
Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us the example 
of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and also share in 
his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
   
For Schools and Colleges 
 
O Eternal God, bless all schools, colleges, and universities in this time of innovative approaches to 
learning, and especially Trinity Episcopal School, that they may be lively centers for sound learning, 
new discovery, and the pursuit of wisdom; and grant that those who teach and those who learn may 
find you to be the source of all truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 



For Doctors and Nurses 
 
Sanctify, O Lord, those whom you have called to the study and practice of the arts of healing, and to 
the prevention of disease and pain. Strengthen them by your life-giving Spirit, that by their ministries 
the health of the community may be promoted and your creation glorified; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 
For Mission 
 
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to 
preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near:  Grant that people everywhere may 
seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and 
hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
Hymn "When I survey the wondrous cross"   Hymnal 474 
 
When I survey the wondrous cross 
where the young Prince of Glory died, 
my richest gain I count as loss, 
and pour contempt on all my pride. 
 
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
save in the cross of Christ, my God; 
all the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to his blood. 
 
See, from his head, his hands, his feet 
sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 
Were the whole realm of nature mine,  
that were an offering far too small; 
love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 
 
Then may be said 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
The Officiant may then conclude with one of the following 
 
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory 
to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.  Amen.    
Ephesians 3:20, 21 
 


